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Research strategy for work in 

micronutrients at WHO
and recent work on Vitamin D & Ca

Dr Ayoub Al Jawaldeh, Regional Advisor in Nutrition, WHO-EMRO

Note: this presentation extracted from Micronutrients Department at WHO-HQ
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Role of WHO in health

 Authority on international health within the United Nations 

system

– Experts produce health guidelines and standards

– Help countries to address public health issues

– Support and promote health research

– Work with governments to jointly tackle health problems
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Health for all

 Attainment of highest possible level of health for all 
populations
– Improvement in global health and equity

– Improvement in nutrition interventions

– High-quality research and evidence

 WHO defines research as the development of 
knowledge with the aim of understanding health 
challenges and mounting an improved response to 
them
– Involves 5 generic areas of research activity
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WHO research strategy for public health in 

micronutrient malnutrition

 5 generic areas of research 

activity

– Measuring the problem

– Understanding its cause(s) and 

determinants

– Developing solutions 

– Translating solutions or evidence 

into policy, practice and products

– Evaluating the effectiveness of 

solutions
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Guidelines on the Nutrition web site
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